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crisis engendered by different possibilities of
reading in a literary text."2
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"There are two kinds of Iiterary texts "an open
work and as a closed work". In an open work,
there are two kinds of freedom. 1. Freedom to
interpret
2. Freedom to have one's own
judgment....According to Eco, the symbolists
was the first proponents of an open work.
Mallarme insisted that the primary task of a
symbolist poet was "to suggest the pleasure of
guessing, never
to name, always to suggest, or plain
statements do not make great poetry". An
work of art can be interpretation in any way
perspective you always you choose. In open
get a fresh perspective of life. There are no
canonized responses. The first sign of post
modern sensibility is the encouragement of
acts of conscious freedom and 'hijacking other
discourses'. There are questions of valid
o "closed work"interpretations involved here.
the other hand is a finite work. Eco describes
An a closed work as "fixing limits of discourse”
open work allows the endless construction of
new discourses. It is a work in movement, with
no inertia. It contains within itself, "the infinite
treasure of buried significations". (Foucault's
term)."3
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"Formalism and reader response criticism are
at odds with each other just as post
structuralism subverts the major premises of
structuralism. Of course, there is some validity
in what each of these schools of thought
theories about literature. It is hard to be totally
wrong but in the face of so much opposing
claims the reader is bewildered and thrown
into a state of confusion. We live in a climate
of ideas where one idea is pitted
againstanother. Literary criticism is an enquiry
into the fundamentals of any text. A literature
is sensitive to the language of the text. There
are many reading options open to them. No
school of theory should be taken for granted.
The need of the hour is conceptual
eclecticism. Itis an eclectic approach based
on macro components in contradictory
systems. This is the best way to handle a
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"A poetics which strives to define the
conditions of meaning, granting new attention
to the activity of reading. It would to specify
how we go about making sense of texts, what
are the interpretative operations on which

Reader-oriented

ture itself, as an institution is based".4
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